:

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Norton City Council was held Tuesday, April 18,
2023, at 6:00 p.m., in the Municipal Council Chambers with Mayor Joseph Fawbush presiding.

Present: Chris Jones, Stacy Salyers, Robert Fultz, Jr., and Joseph Fawbush
Absent: Mark Caruso

Also Present: Fred L. Ramey, Jr., City Manager and Clerk, and City Attorney Matthew R.
Dotson

The invocation was given by Councilman Fultz and was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance
led by Norton Police Chief James Lane.

Upon a motion by Councilman Jones, seconded by Councilman Fultz, and passed by the
following unanimous vote: YES — Jones, Salyers, Fultz, and Fawbush, NO — None, ABSENT —
Caruso, ABSTAIN — None, council moved to adopt the minutes of the April 4, 2023, council
meeting as presented.

There was no response to the Mayor’s Call for Visitors.

Mr. Ramey said city council had an annual tradition of honoring city employees who had
achieved employment milestones and council was recognizing employees this year for over 288
total years of service to the city. He said 190 of those years were for ongoing service and those
employees would be presented with service pins, while five retirees contributed 98 years of
service and would receive plaques tonight.

Those honored included: Ryan Dorton (Police Department) for 10 years of service; Suzanne
Stacy (Police Department), Stevie Couch (Police/Sheriff’s Departments) and Shane Potter
(Public Works Department) for 15 years of service; Virginia Miller (Department of Social
Services), Mark Swindall (Public Works Department), Greg Mays (Police Department) and
Leisa Brummitte (Finance Department) for 20 years of service; Sherry Smith (Department of
Social Services) for 25 years of service; and David Rose (Public Works Department) for 30 years
of service.

Mayor Fawbush expressed council’s appreciation to the employees for their years of service,
presented service pins to those in attendance and photos were taken.

The mayor presented plaques to five employees for their retirement in 2022: Scott Stanley (2
years) and Kim Taylor (31 years), Police Department; Jeff Rose (17 years), Public Works
Department; Sherry “Dee Dee” Jones (18 years), Sheriff’s Department; and Kim Bledsoe (30
years), Department of Social Services. A group photo was taken with council.

Mayor Fawbush requested a round of applause and expressed appreciation to the employees
and retirees for their service to the city. Group photos were taken with council.

A public hearing was held to solicit public input on a proposed amendment to Section 14-51
of the City Code Related to Prosecution of “Petit Larceny” Offenses.

Prior to the public hearing, Mr. Ramey gave a brief history of this proposed ordinance
amendment and two others (proposed amendment to Section 14-54 of the City Code Related to
Prosecution of “Concealment” Offenses and repeal of Section 14-54.1 of the City Code Related
to Prosecution of “Petit-Larceny and/or Concealment” offenses). The city manager advised that



following approval by the city attorney all three ordinance amendments were duly advertised and
scheduled for public hearings tonight.

The city manager asked the city attorney to provide a more in-depth overview of the public
hearing on the proposed amendment to Section 14-51 of the City Code Related to Prosecution of
“Petit Larceny” Offenses.

Noting that Section 14-51 of the City Code was the city’s main code for shoplifting, Mr.
Dotson discussed two proposed changes to this section. The first proposed change was the dollar
amount for what constituted petit larceny in the current code needed to be updated since that
amount was increased from $200 to $500 in 2018 and to $1,000 in 2020. The second suggested
change was related to punishment and involved altering the language to read that an individual
would be guilty of a misdemeanor which should be punishable by a fine of not more than $2,500.

Mr. Dotson advised that the purpose of these changes was to bring the city code up to date
with what was required in the Virginia Code, but also to address the issue raised by
Commonwealth’s Attorney Brett Hall and include some of his suggestions.

Mayor Fawbush opened the public hearing.

Receiving no public comments, the mayor closed the public hearing and asked if council had
any comments.

Councilman Fultz said he appreciated the cooperative nature of this change and how our
agencies and officials worked together to give an additional option to what we already had in
place.

The city manager confirmed that any ordinance changes approved tonight would become
effective in 30 days.

Upon a motion by Councilman Salyers, seconded by Councilman Fultz, and passed by the
following unanimous roll call vote, YES — Jones, Salyers, Fultz, and Fawbush, NO — None,
ABSENT - Caruso, ABSTAIN — None, council moved to adopt an Ordinance Amending Section
14-51 of the Code of the City of Norton Related to Prosecution of “Petit Larceny” Offenses.
(Insert)

A public hearing was also held to solicit public input on a proposed amendment to Section 14-
54 of the City Code Related to Prosecution of “Concealment” Offenses.

Noting that this section dealt with concealing or taking possession of merchandise and was the
companion statute to the petit larceny statute, the city attorney explained the difference between
petit larceny and concealment.

The city attorney said the proposed change to Section 14-54 was to update the threshold limit
dollar amount from $200 to $1,000 which was the current requirement by State Code. The
punishment was changed to a misdemeanor which would be punishable by a fine of not more
than $2,500.

Mayor Fawbush opened the public hearing.

Receiving no public comments, the mayor closed the public hearing and asked for comments
from council.

There were no comments from council.

Upon a motion by Councilman Jones, seconded by Councilman Fultz, and passed by the
following unanimous roll call vote, YES — Jones, Salyers, Fultz and Fawbush, NO — None,
ABSENT — Caruso, ABSTAIN — None, council moved to adopt an Ordinance Amending Section
14-54 of the Code of the City of Norton Related to Prosecution of “Concealment” Offenses.
(Insert)

The mayor advised that this amendment would become effective in 30 days.



A third public hearing was held to solicit public input on a proposed amendment to repeal
Section 14-54.1 of the City Code Related to Prosecution of “Petit Larceny and/or Concealment”
Offenses.

The city attorney said Section 14-54.1 dealt with punishment for subsequent convictions of
any larceny offense and the General Assembly had completely repealed this section, so an
offender would no longer be punished to a higher degree for subsequent larceny convictions. He
advised that this amendment resolution would repeal City Code Section 14-54.1 to bring city
code up to date with State Code.

Mayor Fawbush opened the public hearing.

Receiving no public comments, the mayor closed the public hearing.

There were no council comments concerning the amendment.

Upon a motion by Councilman Salyers, seconded by Councilman Jones, and passed by the
following unanimous roll call vote, YES — Jones, Salyers, Fultz, and Fawbush, NO — None,
ABSENT - Caruso, ABSTAIN — None, council moved to adopt an Ordinance Revoking,
Deleting, and/or Striking Section 14-54.1 of the Code of the City of Norton Related to
Prosecution of “Petit Larceny and/or Concealment” Offenses. (Insert)

The mayor said this amendment would become effective in 30 days. He expressed his
appreciation to the city attorney, Norton Police Chief James Lane and Norton First Sergeant
Greg Mays for working to address this matter and noted that the police department had the
option now.

The next item on the agenda was a 2023 High Knob Music Festival update and presentation.
High Knob Music Festival Representatives Buddy Delp, Jane Branham and Gordon Sandt
updated council on the 2023 High Knob Music Festival, the musical lineup, fundraising efforts,
and requested funding for the festival and for a handicapped-accessible platform and wheelchair-

accessible trail.

Noting that this year was the 10" year since the inception of the music festival, Mr. Delp said
this year’s festival would be the ninth festival because the festival was not held in 2020 due to
COVID. Council members were given festival handouts and Mr. Delp said the festival
committee was $1,000 short of the financial goal for the festival, which was only two months
away.

Mr. Delp explained that the dream of having the music festival to draw more tourism into the
region had come true. He said the festival committee had worked really hard, the festival was
free, and was one of the few area festivals that allowed festival goers to bring their own food
baskets and drink coolers to the festival. He said food would also be available for purchase and
was a fundraiser for the festival.

Mr. Delp said organizers had worked hard on building a coalition between towns, cities and
county entities in the region and explained that the festival could not grow much more without
the partnership of all of the towns and government entities unless the festival received yearly
commitments from those entities.

Jane Branham said festival organizers also work and do fundraising. She said a fundraising
event would be held April 27 at the Fox House in Big Stone Gap and the festival committee
would have a vendor booth at Big Stone Gap’s Fourth of July Festival at Bullitt Park and the
Blue Highway Festival in October in Big Stone Gap. She said the festival committee was not
only passionate about the festival, but members also cared deeply about the festival location
itself.



Gordon Sandt spoke briefly about this year’s festival musical lineup, which includes Bill
Hudson from the Blacksburg, Virginia, area. He said Mr. Hudson asks festival goers to bring old
guitars or fiddles to the festivals where he performs and he has the instruments refurbished and
donates them to children who might not be able to afford an instrument and who would like to
learn how to play. Mr. Sandt explained that this spirit of giving was in line with the festival’s
tradition of asking festival attendees to bring three or four cans of food to donate to the food
bank. He noted that this festival tradition had resulted in a truck load of canned goods being
donated to the food bank every year the festival has been held.

Ms. Branham added that the first musical act at this year’s festival would be the City of
Norton Music School and that festival organizers always try to feature young talent.

In an effort to make the mountain venue handicapped accessible, Mr. Delp said festival
organizers would like to build a handicapped-accessible platform overlooking the stage. He said
about $1,500 had been raised for this project which also requires U.S. Forest Service approval.
He said the City of Norton had helped with drawings for this project and he thought it would be a
year or two before the project would be completed. Mr. Delp said the U.S. Forest Service had
asked festival organizers to include a wheelchair-access trail to the lake as part of the project and
submit both projects as one. He then discussed some potential fundraising opportunities for the
project.

Mayor Fawbush asked what the annual festival budget was.

Mr. Delp said the annual budget for the festival was $12,000, but that the goal was to remain
under the budgeted amount. He added that the festival committee had spent a couple thousand
dollars on new canopies with the High Knob Music Festival logo for promotional and
fundraising efforts and that High Knob Music Festival t-shirts were available for purchase. He
said three Mountain Empire Older Citizens shuttle buses would run from John I. Burton High
School to the festival site to help make this an affordable event for everyone.

Mr. Delp asked if council had any questions.

Mayor Fawbush asked about the cost of the platform.

Mr. Delp said the cost of platform had not been determined because the platform was still in
the engineering design phase, but the target amount was $30,000, which might be low.

Following a brief discussion about the scope and expense of the platform/wheelchair-
accessible trail project, Mr. Delp said once this was completed it would be something beautiful
that could be utilized to promote the area.

Mayor Fawbush asked if council had any questions.

As a member of the High Knob Music Festival Committee, Councilman Jones said this was a
wonderful thing for the area and it was great that the festival organizers reached across the
mountain and Scott County is part of the family. He said he was proud that Rolling Thunder had
become part of the music festival family.

Councilman Fultz said he appreciated the work the festival organizers had done to save that
space, adding that he saw a great deal of opportunities for the site. He said he realized that this
was going to require many partners, not just from municipalities, but from people with ideas, and
cooperatively you would really begin to save the space.

Mr. Delp acknowledged the cooperative relationship between the High Knob Music Festival
Committee and the U.S. Forest Service this year had been the best that it had ever been. He said
the festival committee had been doing some of the maintenance of the recreation area for quite a
few years, explaining that the forest service did not have the funding or the manpower to
maintain the festival site alone.

At this time, Councilman Fultz left his council seat.



Council was asked for Consideration of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between
Norton Department of Social Services (NDSS) and Norton Police Department which members
had before them.

The city manager said this MOU was one of many MOUs s being brought before city council
that are typically related to state funding, state agencies, and different types of situations and that
are asking entities which work together to document their relationship through a Memorandum
of Understanding. Noting that this was a new MOU, Mr. Ramey said the request came to NDSS
to develop an MOU with Norton Police Department centered around documenting and reporting
child abuse and neglect.

The city manager asked Norton Department of Social Services Director Abe Rutherford and
Norton Police Chief James Lane to discuss the MOU and address questions from council.

Mr. Rutherford said he had been contacted by the state office to make sure that NDSS’s
MOUs were active within the city’s agencies. The social services director said the only
agreement that he and Chief Lane could find was a 2016 MOU that Norton Police Department
had with Wise County Department of Social Services, so he and Chief Lane worked on
developing an MOU between NDSS and Norton PD relative to documenting and reporting child
abuse and neglect.

The director of social services asked if council had any questions about the MOU.

City Attorney Matthew Dotson said he had reviewed the MOU and confirmed that the MOU
complied with what the State Code required.

Mayor Fawbush asked for comments and questions from council.

There were no comments or questions from council.

Upon a motion by Councilman Salyers, seconded by Councilman Jones, and passed by the
following unanimous roll call vote: YES — Jones, Salyers and Fawbush, NO — None, ABSENT —
Caruso and Fultz, ABSTAIN — None, council moved to authorize NDSS Director Abe
Rutherford, Norton Police Chief James Lane and City Manager Fred L. Ramey, Jr., to sign the
Memorandum of Understanding between Norton Department of Social Services and Norton
Police Department for responding to reports of child abuse and neglect. (Insert)



